Violence and Menaces
against firefighters

An escalating problem!
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Facts

Henrik Persson, 37 year

2:nd Lieutenant, Swedish Armed forces

UN missions in Macedonia -93/94 and Bosnia -95
Subofficer Region South Fire and Rescue Service
Subofficer and teamleader in the district of Jagersro, Malmo
Editor for the Swedish Firefighter

Member of committee of the Firebrigade union, south of
Sweden

Educator for the Swedish rescue services agency -99/00
Member of the Swedish SWIFT team sience 2001
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Facts

Region South Fire and Rescue Service (Raddningstjansten Syd) is a
union of 5 local governments around Malmdé and their Rescue
Services.

We are serving about 500 000 people.

The union have 12 firestations, 6 in fulltime and 6 in parttime dealing
with about 6 500 operations a year

The city of Malmo have 3 fulltime firestations dealing with
more than 5 000 operations a year

The firestation of Jagersro are dealing with
more than 1 800 operations a year

30% of the inhabitants in Malmo has a background as immigrants
99% of the inhabitants in Rosengard are immigrants

60% of the inhabitants in Rosengard are unemployed

We have policeescort to 6 streets in Rosengard

We have more than 300 operations in this 6 streets in a year

The neighborhood of Rosengard was built for about 6 500 people.
Today there are about 30 000 people living in the same area
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Background

In Malmo the first documented attacks aginst firefighters was in 2003 when the
mosque burned. Both firemen and officers were targets for the violence.

After this incident personel were exposed for pavingstones, pebbles, bottles,
fireworks, eggs and spit during different rescueactions. Even a sledgehammer
have been thrown aginst the firetruck.

Personel have been frequently attacked during newyear selebration with fireworks
in several placees in Sweden.

During newyear 2006 a Subofficer in Stockholm firebrigade was hit by fireworks.
This attack lead to court and the perpetrator was convicted to 6 months in prison

In 2005 a fireman in Goteborg was threatened whith a knife during rescueaction

In 2004 we had a big fire in a 9 floor tenement house. The Subofficer was forced by
the crowed to climb up the ladder to the 4th floor and save a women and her little
child. After this incident we have had dubble forces in the district of Rosengard.

During newyear 2007 two firemen in Malmo were attacked whith fireworks when
they put out a fire in a container. The perpertrator could not be identified

After this the Firefighters union started a research in Sweden and came out whith a
report in may 2008.
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The report

www.brandfacket.se
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Summary
We have used and looked at reports and videoclips from UK and
France to get knowledge about what can happend in the future.
We have looked at their guidelines for special tactics
All kind of rescuepersonel can be a target
Its an escalating problem in the suburps

We need a national education program for special tactics against
attacks on firefighters

Local guidelines for certain riskobjects/districts and situations
National reportsystem for violence, menaces and wounded personel

Swedish firefighters and officers need more education in how to deal
whith attacks on firefighters

Better insurances when you get hurt
Support during trial, protected identity
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Statistics

In 2008 there have been 9 documented attacks whith violence
and 1 documented action with murderthreat aginst firemen in
Jagersro in the first 6 months.

After the murderthreat we have had policeescort to 6 adresses
in the neighborhood of Rosengard. After this it has been quite
calm and only 1 incident have been reported sience july.
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Rescueoperations

How to deal whith pavingstone?
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Unbreakable windows
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Rescueoperations

How to deal whith bombs and bobytraps?
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Breakpoints



Violence and Menaces
against firefighters

How to deal whith crowds?
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Show force
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Camerasurveillance
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Tactics
Mental preparation
Breakpoints
Radioconection
Cooperation
Policeescort
Unbreakable windows
Specalil tactics to object
Show force

Camerasurveillance
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henrik.persson@brandfacket.se

www.brandfacket.se




